
Risk Management in Canada’s Newest Park: 
People or Polar Bears? 

 
Parks Canada’s Risk Management Process 



Parks Canada 
Risk Management Options 

 
 

1. Remove the hazard 
2. Remove visitors from the hazard 
3. Warn and inform visitors 
4. Encourage risk control by others 
5. Prepare for response 



Parks Canada 
Risk Management Dilemmas 

 
1. Remove Hazards 

 
Shoot the bears 

 
Can’t shoot the bears 

 
Can’t move the bears. 



Parks Canada 
Risk Management Dilemmas 

 
2. Remove Visitors from the Hazards 

 
Shoot the people 

Install barriers, rails, fences, cabins, or camps 
Require visitor registration 

Close or limit access 
Prohibit activities (along the coastline) 

Apply public safety zoning. 



Parks Canada 
Risk Management Dilemmas 

 
3. Warn and Inform Visitors 

 
Install signs 

Provide written and video materials 
Require orientations 

Use waivers. 
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Risk Management Dilemmas 

 
4. Encourage Risk Control by Others 

 
Require competency screening 

Require specific safety equipment (electric fences) 
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Risk Management Dilemmas 

 
4. Encourage Risk Control by Others 

 
Require competency screening 

Require specific safety equipment (electric fences) 
Visitors could carry firearms 



Parks Canada 
Risk Management Dilemmas 

 
4. Encourage Risk Control by Others 

 
Require competency screening 

Require specific safety equipment (electric fences) 
Visitors could carry firearms 

Require everyone to be commercially guided 
Require everyone to have an Inuit bear monitor. 



Parks Canada 
Risk Management Dilemmas 

 
5. Prepare for Emergency Response 

 
Require emergency transmitters 

Require satellite phones 
Require evacuation insurance 
SAR response to come from ?. 
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