Success Stories

Name of Initiative:  Building a Hiking / Walking Trail
Target population: Beaver Valley and all of the West Kootenays
Location Served:  Beaver Valley, W. Kootenays and beyond
Name of Leader and Organization:  Art Benzer, Village of Montrose
Briefly describe the initiative:

To develop walking and hiking trail for walks 3 – 5 km, an hour and a half to two hours.


Main objectives:

Physical exercise and a view of the Beaver Valley and lower Columbia River
Key success:

The trail is used year-round (winter and summer).

The volunteers have extended the summer trail to the Flag View point.

Partnerships:  

Kootenay Columbia Trail society

Private Land Owner

How long did it take to plan and implement?

Started in 2005 and completed in 2008.

Challenges:
Working with volunteers and private land owners
Trail evaluation and insurance

Challenges were overcome:

A tremendous amount of cooperation
Desired Outcomes achieved:

Physical activity

Got the people outdoors.

How did you evaluate the initiative’s success?

Great

We had 45-50 people (old and young) at the Flag View Point at 9 am on June 14 / 08.

How did you share the results with the community and stakeholders?

They were there.

Other information to consider when planning such an initiative:

Work with the people in the area, news media and political people.  Work with people with expertise in the area.

Contact information:

Art Benzer, Mayor of Village of Montrose
250-367-7504

agbenzer@telus.net

