B.C.R.P.A. Kootenays Regional Meeting Minutes
Thursday, April 24, 2008 – 10:00 am – 11:30 am
Langford Room, Victoria Convention Centre
ATTENDANCE: Allan Knibbs, Fernie; Gary Walker, Sparwood; Diane Butz, Cranbrook; Randy Fediuk, Kimberley
1. Welcome and Introductions
2. BCRPA Training Schedule
A copy of the BCRPA Training Schedule was presented for information purposes.

3. Regional Training Needs – Suggestions
Randy Fediuk indicated the potential of hosting in the Region a Pool Safe Course, a Level One and Level Two Pools Course, a Playground Safety Course, and an Ice Facility Operator’s Course. With reference to the Ice Facility Operator’s Course, Randy Fediuk will speak with the College of the Rockies to inquire whether they are interested in hosting this particular program as this would be a good opportunity for people to obtain the licensing for work in an arena setting within our communities. The Pools One and Two Courses may be held in Cranbrook during the summer months along with a Playground Safety Course. Diane Butz will investigate and forward a schedule along with identifying and forwarding any RFABC or BCRPA programs that are in the Region. 
4. Fitness Registration Program Update
Information was distributed for information purposes.

5. Child Care Licensing Regulation
A copy of the new licensing regulation for summer programs was distributed. This would allow communities to run summer programs and not be required to be licensed under the Child Care Services Ministry.

6. BCRPA – Activities Update

A listing of BCRPA activities was distributed, focusing on Aquatics, High Five, Parks, and Special Projects.

7. Community Reports

Sparwood – Gary Walker: 
· Reported on the outdoor space review and inventory they are doing. 
· He spoke on the green revolution that is happening in all communities and sustainable communities plan for Sparwood. 
· He mentioned a lifeguard shortage in his community.
Fernie – Allan Knibbs: 
· Fernie Council has approved the development of a water/spray park with a total funding of $500,000. 
· Arena upgrades have been completed and have been positively received. 
· Fernie is seeking consulting firms that could potentially develop a Mountain Bike Skills Park in their community.

Cranbrook – Diane Butz: 
· The old Cranbrook Public Library is being torn down and there are asbestos removal issues within the building. Asbestos issues have been also identified in the Cranbrook Curling Club. 
· The City is working on the Spirit Square program. Funding was received for this program and they have drafted a plan and held an open house. 

· The department is working on the trail link between Cranbrook and Kimberley. 

· Cranbrook is advertising for a Special Events Coordinator within the community to develop special events for the Rex Plex.

Kimberley – Randy Fediuk: 
· Reported on the successful BC Winter Games cosponsored between Kimberley and Cranbrook. 

· The Community recently hosted the Provincial Junior B Hockey Championships (the Cyclone Taylor Cup). 
· Work has begun on the development of the Paralympic and Conference Centre. 
· Major structural upgrades are underway at the Kimberley Curling Club and paralympic upgrades are being proceeded on at the Curling Club, the Civic Centre, the Nordic Centre, and at Kimberley Alpine Resort. 
8. Fall Regional Meeting  -  Creston          
· To be held late September or early October for one full day.
· Potential dates are: September 24 or October 1.
· Potential Agenda Items:


- Energy or Green Concepts in Parks and Recreation
- BCRPA Representative at the meeting


9. Adjournment 11:30 am
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