BCRPA – Lower Mainland Region
Fall Regional Meeting

- MINUTES -

Friday October 31, 2008

In Attendance:

Heath Mahoney

Jenny Thornton

Kurt Holden

Tom Prelowski


Heidi Enns


Dave Ellenwood

Samantha Cooke

Andre Kolber 


Lorraine Boles

Jennifer Hargie

Renee Chadwick

Tom Walker

Mark Taylor


Carol Lepine


Sharon Meredith

Jessica Chant


Diane Perry


David Leavers

Jason Roufosse

1. Welcome and Introductions

· Thanks to Mark Taylor and the City of Abbotsford for kindly offering to host the tour and meeting.

· Round Table of introductions

2. BCRPA Strategic Plan Overview (Sharon)
· Sharon presented an overview of the new BCRPA Strategic Plan Initiatives

· There are 12 result areas of the plan

3. BCRPA Q&A (Sharon)
· Sharon provided some training opportunities – Symposium 2009, Parks Spring Training February 2009 in Langley, upcoming Aquatic Ripple Effects Symposium October 2009 in Lower Mainland
· All training opportunities can be found on website

4. Active Communities (Jessica)

· Jessica provided and overview of Active Communities – ACI Grants **contact BCRPA for current information of all available grants and deadlines

· The website has posted some baseline surveys on Active Communities Initiatives

· Jessica provided an overview of Regional Support provided – Team Leader support list, host round table discussions, monetary support via grants

· Mark presented thought of need for communities to collaborate and coordinate resources/efforts in Metro Vancouver/Lower Mainland area – TV/Radio ads, Metro marketing of events. Victoria seems to be doing a good job of this and could possibly be used as a template. 
· Possibility of hosting a Regional Marketing initiative to help leverage, get consistency, coordination. There was response that there were LM Marketing meetings, however, unsure if these were still being held.

· Jessica gave out some samples of ActNow swag – contact her to order more at anytime.

· Reporting 180 registered communities and are receiving applications daily.

5. 2010 Legacies Now (Tom)

· Tom provided a presentation on 2010 Legacies Now main objectives/mandates and initiatives. Tom said he would be happy to provide this presentation to anyone at anytime.
· Explained that the organization is not with Vanoc but rather is responsible for social legacies

· 1. Enhance Existing Programs    2. Develop New Programs 

· Check out www.volweb.ca a volunteer tool, which has over 6,000 registered volunteers, and 1600 organizations – micro sites can be hosted here as well.
· Talked about Action Schoos!BC and Sportfit

· Discussed BC Activity Reporter -  stats that compare with other areas due to what you want ie. Age, region. Can be used to assist in gap analysis. Would like to launch this at the upcoming Directors Conference in Harrison up coming.

6. Training Opportunities (Sharon)

· Sharon provided a quick overview of some of the upcoming training opportunities – please see the website for full listing and details.

7. BCRPA Magazine and Regional Round Ups (Heath)

· Heath provided an overview of the benefits of organizations using this medium as a way of promoting and sharing initiatives in their community. 

· Heath is in the process of developing a contact list for LM areas to help increase the input from each area. If there is someone in your organization that should be part of the contact list please email Heath at hmahoney@coquitlam.ca .

8. Open Discussion / Sharing Session (all)

· Dave Ellenwood shared the issue that Burnaby has recently been dealing with in respect to open space/park camping.

· Complex issue, with specific concerns regarding homelessness in communities.

· Would like feedback from other communities with how they are dealing with the issue – 1. Charter of rights 2. Temporary shelters

· Burnaby is currently enforcing their Bylaw but has their City Solicitor looking into the situation more specifically.

· Dave expressed support for some review/coordinated approach to the situation – Lower Mainland meeting on the issue, etc..

· Sharon said that BCRPA could assist in polling other communities whether via the Communique or website

· Kurt expressed that currently they are considering the situation as usually do, and had not had a provincial order.

· Renee reported that they are awaiting a response from their City Solicitor

· Andre offered to add this as a topic of discussion at the upcoming BCRPA Parks regional meeting

· Dave to coordinate with Sharon further follow up.

· Renee shared that New Westminster is in the process of a new $5 million Outdoor Pool project, and that they are undergoing a further 5 projects with funding from casino received
· Dave shared that they have the results of a feasibility study for new Aquatic facilities – looking at a new $50 million project (complete with underground parking) late 2010 completion

Meeting Adjourned

· Special thanks to Mark and City of Abbotsford for hosting

· Forward interest to host future meetings to Heath


· Upcoming meeting to take place on the Wednesday May 27th at Symposium – please plan to attend
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